John Joseph ‘Red’ McNelis Sr.

May 2, 1935 - Feb. 10, 2010

(As reported in the Altoona Mirror, February 12, 2010)
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John Joseph "Red" McNelis Sr., 74, Williamsburg RR, lost his courageous battle with cancer Wednesday morning at home surrounded by his family's love, comfort and support.

He was born in Altoona, son of the late William H. and Ethel (Warner) McNelis. Ethel died when John was a child, and he was raised in the Hollidaysburg home of his grandmother, Emma Warner, by his aunt and uncle, Mary (Warner) and Joseph Leberfinger. He married Janet P. "Patsy" Strayer Sept. 1, 1956, at St. Mary's Church, Hollidaysburg.

Surviving are his "bride"; and seven children: Patricia McNelis and Terri Belicic of Hollidaysburg, Kelly E. Deely and husband, Tony, of Altoona, John J. Jr. and Kim Yoder of Sproul, Christine of Lakemont, Kathleen M. Gority and husband, Charles, of Hollidaysburg, Joseph C. and wife, Paulie, of Indiana and Michael G. and wife, Connie, of Bellwood. He was "Pap" to 10 grandchildren: Erin Barnes, Jonathan McNelis, Laura and Shannon Deely, Brenda Poorman, Jody Partner, Renee Swogger, Michael and Tyler McNelis and Sierra Swope McNelis.

He also is survived by five sisters: Mary Teresa Barnes of Hollidaysburg, Susan Mock of Lakemont, Nancy Brumbaugh of Roaring Spring, Sally Hancock of Altoona and Margaret McNelis of Ebensburg; two brothers: Hugh of York Haven and William of Altoona; as well as numerous nieces and nephews and many special friends.

He was preceded in death by an infant brother at birth; a brother, Patrick; and a sister, Agnes.

John was a 1953 graduate of Hollidaysburg High School. He was a veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps, enlisting during the Korean War and earning the rank of corporal. During his career, he was employed by the Pennsylvania Department of Highways, owned his own construction company and retired from the Pennsylvania Department of General Services as a construction inspector supervisor. After his "retirement," he consulted with the EADS Group as a construction coordinator.

John was a member of St. Joseph's Parish in Williamsburg and St. Mary's Parish in Hollidaysburg. He was also a member of the Knights of Columbus, the Knights of Equity and the Williamsburg Post of the American Legion. He was a devoted Roman Catholic and a beloved husband, father and grandfather who treasured his faith and his family.

"Red" was an avid outdoorsman, a licensed pilot and lifelong student of aviation. He was proud of his Irish heritage and treasured visiting his roots in Ardara, County Donegal, Ireland, with his brother, Hugh.

Friends will be received and John's life celebrated from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m. Sunday at Sorge Funeral Home, Hollidaysburg (www.sorgefuneralhome.com), where a vigil for the deceased will be held. A funeral Mass will be held at 10 a.m. Monday, Feb. 15, 2010, at St. Mary's Church, Hollidaysburg, with concelebrants Father Leo Lynch and Father Anthony J. Legarski. Committal with military honors by the Blair County Veterans Honor Guard will follow at New St. Mary's Cemetery, Hollidaysburg.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that Masses be said in John's name at St. Joseph's Church, Williamsburg, or St. Mary's Church, Hollidaysburg.
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